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The Holy Trinity
Sunday, May 31, 2026

The Prelude
The Greetings

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence for Prayer & Confession

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot
free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy
and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In
Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and
Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.



Opening Hymn LBW 393
Rise, Shine, You People!
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1 Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Christ the Lord has en - tered
2 See how he sends the pow’rs of e - vil reel - ing;
3 Come, cel - e - brate; your ban - ners high un - furl - ing,
4 Tell how the Fa - ther sent his Son to save us.
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our hu-man sto - ry; God in him 1is cen - tered. He comes to
he brings us free - dom, light and life and heal - ing. All men and
your songs and prayers a - gainst the dark-ness hurl - ing. To all the
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave us. Tell how the
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us, by death and sin sur-round - ed, with grace un - bound -ed.
wom - en, who by guilt are driv - en, now are for - giv - en.
world go out and tell the sto - ry of Je -sus’ glo - ry.
Spir - it calls from ev-’ry na - tion his new cre - a - ton.
Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt.
Music: WOJTKIEWIECZ, Dale Wood, b. 1934
Text and music © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress
The Prayer of the Day

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eter-
nal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three.
Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us
at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



The First Reading
Genesis 1:1--2:4a

When God began to create the heavens and the earth, the earth
was complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep,
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then
God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw
that the light was good, and God separated the light from the
darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first
day.

And God said, “Let there be a dome 1n the midst of the waters,
and let it separate the waters from the waters.” So God made the
dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from
the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called
the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the
second day.

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together
into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God
called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God
said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and
fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in
it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants
yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit
with the seed 1n it. And God saw that it was good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the third day.



And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to sep-
arate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for
seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was
so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the
day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set
them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule
over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from
the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living crea-
tures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the
sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm
and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was
good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and
fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the
earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth
day.

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of eve-
ry kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth
of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the
earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything
that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it
was good.

Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to
our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the
wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps upon the earth.”



So God created humans in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multi-
ply and fill the earth and subdue i1t and have dominion over the
fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living
thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given
you every plant yielding seed that 1s upon the face of all the
earth and every tree with seed 1n its fruit; you shall have them
for food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the
air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has
the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And
it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it
was very good. And there was evening and there was morning,
the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multi-
tude. On the sixth day God finished the work that he had done,
and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had
done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because
on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when
they were created.

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




Psalm 8
(Read Responsively)

O Lord our Lord, how majestic
1s your name in all the earth!—

you whose glory is chanted above the heavens
out of the mouths of infants and children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies,
to silence the foe and avenger.

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,

what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them,
human beings that you should care for them?

Yet you have made them little less than divine;
with glory and honor you crown them.

You have made them rule over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet:

all flocks and cattle,
even the wild beasts of the field,

the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,
and whatever passes along the paths of the sea.

O Lord our Lord, how majestic
is your name 1in all the earth!



The Second Reading
2 Cormthians 13:11-13

[Paul writes:] Fmally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to
my appeal; agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and
peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints
greet you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Alleluia
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - Tu ia.
The Gospel Reading
Matthew 28:16-20
Glory to you, O God.

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus
had directed them. When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they
doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



The Sermon
Pastor Jamie Retallack

Hymn of the Day ELW 673
God, Whose Almighty Word
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1 God, whose al - might -y word cha-os and dark - ness heard
2 Christ, who once came to bring, on your re - deem - ing wing,
3 Spir - it of truth and love, life-giv-ing, ho - ly dove,
4 Ho - ly and  bless-ed three, glo-mn-ous Trin - 1 - ty,
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and took their flight: hear wus, we hum - bly pray, and where the
heal - ing and  sight; health to the trou - bled mind, sight where 1l -
speed forth your flight; move on the wa - ter’'s face bear - ing the
Wis - dom, Love, Might: bound-less as o - cean’s tide, roll - ing iIn
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gos - pel day sheds not its glo - rious ray, let there be light.
lu - sions blind; oh, now to hu - man-kind let there be light.
lamp of grace, and in earth’s dark - est place let there be light.
full - est pride, through the earth, far and wide, let there be light.

Text: John Marriott, 17801825, alt.
Music: ITALTIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796



The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Church
God of grace, hear our prayer.
Trusting you receive all our prayers,

we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you,
O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

The Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



The Offertory Music

The Offertory Hymn
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1 Ac-cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to placeup-on your ta - ble.

2 The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown. They grew in your good plea-sure.

3 Ourhopes and dreams,our toils and cares we lift 1in prayer be - fore you.
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We do not wor - ship as we oughtbut on - ly as we’re a - ble.
What once was com - mon, dail -y food be-comes a ho-ly trea-sure.
Lord, by your grace now cometo us, as hum-bly we a - dore you.

Text: Beth Bergeron Folkemer, b. 1957
Music: BARBARA ALLEN, English folk tune
Text © 1990 Augsburg Fortress

The Offertory Prayer

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste
your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.



The Preface

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and 1n all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God. You reveal your glory as the glory of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided
in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored 1n your eternal
glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
carth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

The Sanctus
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) , . , .

—— : - ' : e e
(y =" = s 1= s [T e
Q) I r | ~—

might, heav - en and earth are full of your glo - ry.
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Ho- san - na in the high - est Bless - ed is he who

n 'l J

7 1 1 1 | | L | | 1 1 |
o 2 ——— 1
o & z ‘\_/

comes in the name of the Lord Ho-san - na in the
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high - estt Ho - san - na in the high - est



Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took the
bread, and after giving thanks He broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, poured out for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Invitation

The Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

Communion Music




The Communion Blessing

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you 1n his grace. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Lord remember us in your kingdom
and teach us to pray...

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory;
forever and ever. Amen.

The Sending Prayer

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our
hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us
that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as
you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

The Benediction



Sending Hymn ELW 413

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!
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1 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - ly, Lord God Al - might - !
2 Ho-ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly! All  the saints a - dore thee,
3 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - ly! Though the dark-ness hide thee,
4 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - Iy! Lord God Al - might - !
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Ear - ly in the mormn - ing our song shall rise to thee.

cast - ing down their gold - en crowns a - round the glass - y sea;
though the eye of sin - ful-ness thy glo - ry may not see,
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly, mer - ci-ful and might - y!
cher-u - bim and ser - a- phim fall - ing down be - fore  thee,
on - ly thou art ho - ly; there 1S none be - side thee,
Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly, mer - ci-ful and might - y!
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God in three per - sons, bless-ed Trin - 1 - ty!
which wert and art, and ev - er - more shalt be.
per - fect in pow’r, in love and pu - 1 - ty.
God in three per - sons, bless-ed Trin - 1 - ty!

Text: Reginald Heber, 17831826, alt.
Music: NICAEA, John B. Dykes, 18231876

The Sending
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.



The People of St. John’s Welcome You to Worship Today!

This Week’s Calendar
Sun May 31 Worship
Sun June 7 Worship
Reader Schedule Communion Asst. Schedule

5/31/2026  Jackie Kuntz 5/31/2026  |Carol Jenney
6/7/2026  Dwayne Guerin_|165/7/2026  |Sharann Ratka
6/14/2026  Victor Ball 6/14/2026  |Jackie Kuntz
6/21/2026 _ |Lisa Blair 6/21/2026  Heidi Caldarella
6/28/2026  |Patty Grover 6/28/2026  |Debbie Schulz
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4 Margaret Reinhardt
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Birthdays This Week

Anniversaries This Week

31 David & Glena Larson
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SAVE THE DATE

July 12 (@ Lancaster. A small reception will be held to honor

Pr. Jamie’s 15 year Ordination Anniversary
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FISH IS IN NEED OF SOUP, PEANUT BUTTER,
CEREAL, AND GLUTEN-FREE ITEMS.
There is a basket for donations in the
narthex entrance. Let’s keep it full!
“As you did it to the least of these,
you have done it unto me.”
Alternate Drop Off: FISH bin in

4 entryway at Cy’s Elma Pharmacy.

FISH of East Aurora is truly grateful for your donations. Costs are in-
creasing which means an increase in FISH clients. Your continued sup-
port goes directly to those in need. Thank you for your generosity.

Women’s Fellowship Lunch

Our monthly lunch on Wednesday, June 10th @ 11:30am will be at St.
John’s Lancaster in the Fellowship Hall. Use the ramp to enter. Every-
one 1s bringing their own lunch, and a couple of ladies will be bringing
desserts for us to enjoy. In addition to your lunch, we ask if you can bring
a T-shirt and scissors. After eating we will make some cloth bags. Quite
easy to do and instructions/guidance will be provided. We will use these
bags to put in the socks collected and if we have extra bags we will give
to Poppi’s Pantry for folks to use. We can also discuss if we want to do
another project, and when our next lunch/breakfast will be. How often
and when we might want to continue to do this. Please bring your sug-
gestions and 1f you have any questions contact Kathy Snyder.

Church Picnic
June 14th (@ 8:45am is our church picnic (@ Elma Town Park on
Bowen Rd. (behind Elma museum) at shelter 1. The Blue Grass band
will be playing. The Sunday school will also be singing. Coffee and
water will be provided. Bring your own mug and a dish to pass if able.
Hope to see you there. Church Council




Our Gifts to God: On Sunday, May 24th, 30 people attended
worship, and the offerings given to the glory of God were 265.00.
Needed each week to meet the budget is $1805.00.

Thank you! Praise God from whom all blessings flow!

BOOK CLUB
Please join us at the Conference Table downstairs in the Chapel
Hall at St. John’s Lancaster (using the ramp entrance) on
Wednesday, June 24th at 2:30 PM to discuss the novel, THE
KEEPER OF HAPPY ENDINGS by Barbara Davis.

BINGO
Join us June 19th in the Fellowship Hall (Lancaster) for fun, fellowship, and
prizes! Doors open at 6:30pm - bingo starts at 7:00pm. Bingo chips, drinks
and snacks will be available for anyone who doesn't bring their own!

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS should be submitted by
Monday if you would like them in the Sunday bulletin.

Coffee Hour sign-up is on the board in the Narthex if you would like to
sign up to run a coffee hour the first Sunday of each month. Thank you!

There will be a graveside memorial service for Vera Smith
on June 13th (@ 1pm in the cemetery on Two Rod Rd in Marilla,
right across from Tomarsue Dr. All are welcome.

If you would like to help Ronald McDonald House
by collecting can tabs, please see or call Carol Jenney 716-449-0632.

Melissais @ St.John’s Elma office on Tuesdays from 10am-3pm.




PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Please review the prayer list and make note of changes.

For those in mourning,
family and friends of:

Esther Fischer

Dave Clark

Barbara Farrell

Jean Miernik

Barb (Schulz) Malinski

Vera Smith

Bill Hauser

Roger Cornell

Hillary Breen

Barnhard Family (daughter Natalie)
Maria Cockeral

Family of James Kuntz

Family of Chris Elder

Laura Carlson (husband)

Family & Friends of Walt Dryden
Family of Joe Gauthier Sr.

For members in need of praver:

Ron Luders Sr.
Nancy Luders
Arline Trautwein

The LaBrake Family

Della Taber

June & Harvey Schoenthal

Anna Kuntz, children & grandchildren

To add or remove names from the
list please contact the church office.
Names will remain on the
list for 6 months.

For those in need of praver:

Earl

Eric & Scott

Dee & Dave Plott (strength & healing)
Alec Delamater

Hazel (liver transplant)

Jim Root (back surgery)

Tom, Pat & all firemen

The Festa Family

Mike

Branden Taber (heart surgery)
The Minnick Family

Sandy Burns

Kathy Merritt

Dave & Kathy W.

Sharan Renn

Mary (Healing)

Mike Z. (Hospice)

Jerry K. (80th Bday)

Camile (tests)

Christina (healing)

Marcin (healing)

Camille

Lorraine (health issues)

Cory (healing)

Michelle (healing)

Ashley Z. (Strength & healing)
Holly Hicks

Josh Wulf (cancer)
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Prayers of Intercession

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray for the church and the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that
work 1n your church, making us a new creation that proclaims
your presence and love. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Creator God, nature reveals your power and glory. Protect water
sources, vegetation, and wildlife as reminders of who you are.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Redeemer God, you call us to pray for those in authority. Guide
our leaders to pursue the work of fostering peace and community.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Sustaining God, you are mindful of your people in every circum-
stance. Heal those who are sick. Provide for all who hunger. Pro-
tect those in harm’s way. Comfort any experiencing hardship
(especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.



Loving God, we pray for all who celebrate birthdays and anni-
versaries this week: Margaret, and David & Glena. May they be
strengthened by you to love, forgive, and live in your abundant
new life. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gracious God, we pray for the children of our church and com-
munity. Provide for their needs. Support their caregivers. Nurture
their faith. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Loving God, we give thanks for those who have died and
claimed their baptismal promises (especially). Strengthen us to
live as they did in communion with you. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken
and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.



